STOCKPORT COUNTY

at the County Ground, Swindon Saturday, 30th April
Kick-Off 3-00p.m. Official Match Magazine 35p
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Talk of
the Town
by the

' Chairman

Today we play the first of our remaining three home fixtures and hope
that we can continue our recent good results. We welcome the Players
and Officials from Stockport County today and we hope that the game
will be entertaining.

The game against Torquay produced some exciting football on Tuesday
evening, although there were some periods of anxiety, We all love to
see goal mouth incidents, especially at the right end of the ground for
us, but once again | felt that the present off side rule spoilt many clever
moves and | am not talking about the obvious, but the number of times
that it was so close that the crowd howled their protests at the un-
fortunate Linesman.

On Tuesday last | attended a football meeting for all Club Chairman to
discuss the Chester Report, to enable any agreed alterations to go for-
ward at the Annual General Meeting which is held in June. The Chester
Report has many alternatives to the present set up, but not many
suggestions that will bring the spectators back to our grounds, The
media have given the headlines with the impression that the clubs have
thrown out the Chester Report and put their heads in the sand again
but after being at the discussions on the various items it was very clear
that the clubs were not going to change for the sake of change unless
some improvements could be made. To merge the third and fourth
divisions together and divide them into four sections of twelve and
play each other four times did not appeal. The loss of two clubs in the
First Division did not seem to appeal either, but the keeping of home
gate money did, because it was felt that each club could then plan its
own arrangements without being tied to having to make standard
charges for adults, children and O.A.P’s and ‘having to pay the visitors a
share on the numbers who attend. The voting of clubs will have a big
say in the future, because of the three-quarters vote needed to gain a
majority and a change is being sought to reduce this. The Milk Cup
future will depend, as so many things will, on the clubs decision to
accept either television or video next week and we shall have to wait for
this outcome,

When you read these notes you will know our decisions on who will
Manage our club next season. | know that whatever the outcome, we
shall not please everybody, but | can assure you that the decision was
taken with the future of our club in mind and | ask everybody to
support our Manager in a very difficult task and that is to please every-

Todays match sponsor is Transplant (Swindon) Ltd and Mr Gary
Herbert, a partner in this firm of course is one of our recently elected
Board members. Gary's son Richard is the team mascot for today and
Richard was ten years old yesterday. The ball sponsor for today is once
again Mr. Bruce Buxton of the Mariners Arms of Braunton, North
Devon. With our very grateful thanks to these generous people | hope
that you all enjoy today’s game and thank you for your support. 4
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From the desk of
Ken Beamish

These notes have been written prior
to Thursday’s Board Meeting and the
important decision that has to be
made about the job of Team Manager.
Hopefully, you will see me walking to
the ““dug out’ with a big smile on my
face.

The eight weeks | have been in charge
as Caretaker/Manager have on the
whole been very pleasing. We started
this sequence of games with excellent
results at both York and Wimbledon
and ended the month of April with
our performance against Torquay
United being the most attractive and
positive display by the team since we
beat Aldershot 7-0 at the County
Ground on January 8th.

| would like to take this opportunity
of publicly thanking all the players for
their efforts and committment during
this period. It could not have been
bettered. There has been a lot of
publicity this week in the local press
about the disbanding of the South
East Counties team. This section of
the Club, | believe, should be kept
alive, The development of young lads
through our Youth Policy is vital to
the future existence of Swindon
Town, especially as we are not
fortunate enough to own our own
ground, but obviously the Board have
to find ways and means of financing
it.

Finally, welcome to you the suppor-
ters this afternoon. | Hope that todays
game will bring as much enjoyment to
you as our game here on Tuesday
night and we will again hear our war
cry “Come On You Reds” ringing
around the. ground. It gives the lads a
tremendous boost to hear it.



Do you require
Tracked or Wheeled Excavators
Tracked or Wheeled Shovels
Tractors and Scrapers
Bulldozers
Tipper Lorries

Low Loaders

THEN HIRE FROM
H Hibberd Ltd

PLANT HIRE CONTRACTORS

29 Newport Street. Swindon
Tel: Swindon 36125 or 23876




@ATH ROAD GARAGE

BATH ROAD - Tel Swindon (0793) 24217 (3 lines)
N SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS O

. SWINDON, WILTS
| 100% SPECIALIST HHONDA. DEALER

| Grow more

Fonder with Honda
i See our selection of HONDA products including

Rotary Mowers from Rotary Cultivators
N £178.25 from £200.50

All products can be purchased &
through H.P. terms. All prices include ™ ,
V.A.T. Ask for a demonstration today. '
N

IN NORTH WILTSHIRE




PiCture Parade ese BY DAVE EVANS

Town youngsters Paul Batty (left) and Brian Hughes defending in Swindon's victory
over Torquay on Tuesday,




BRIAN LLOYD (Goalkeeper) Brian began
his playing career with his native Rhyl,
before joining County for a small fee in
1967. After making just over 30 appearances
with County, he was signed by Southend
United for whom he made 46 appearances in
two seasons at Roots Hall. In August ‘71 he
joined Wrexham and from 4th March, 1972,
up to and including 20th August 1977, he
never missed a League game for the Welsh
side, It was during this remarkable spell that
Brian gained the first of his three Full
International caps for Wales.

JOHN RUTTER (Defender) As a youth
John represented Warrington and Cheshire
boys and on leaving school was signed as an
apprentice by Wolverhampton Wanderers,
where he gained a regular place in the club's
Central League side. In August ‘73 he left
Molineux to sign for Bournemouth where he
made just four appearances for the Dean
Court side, before joining Exeter City in a
£15,000 deal. Whilst with the St. James's
Park side John made 32 appearances in the
League before joining County on a free
transfer in the summer of ‘76. An ever
present in three of his six seasons at Edgeley
Park, John is currently the longest con-
tinuous serving member of the club’s playing
staff,

ANDY THORPE (Defender) Andy is a
former Stockport boys' player, who was
signed by County whilst still at school,
Played for the club’s U/18 and reserve sides
before making his Football League debut in
April ‘78. Andy signed full-time profes-
sional at Edgeley Park in the '78 close season
and went on to make 38 appearances in his
first full season with the club.

PAUL BOWLES (Defender) Paul is a former
Manchester boys’ player who signed as an
apprentice for Crewe Alexandra in May '75,
before making his first-team debut for
“Alex’’ at home to Exeter City in October
‘74, After well over 200 games for Crewe.
Paul was transferred to Port Vale in October
79, for a fee of £30,000. During his spell at
Vale Park he appeared in 98 first team
games, 44 of which were last season, before
joining County on a free transfer during the
1982 close season,

Back Row (L to R)
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Howard Jones (Programme Editor), Terry McGreery (Chief Executive/Company Secretary)
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TONY COYLE (Forward) Tony was signed
by Albion Rovers from Scottish junior
Football in May ‘78 after first being on trial,
Made his League debut for Cliftonhill Park
club as a 17-year-old amateur against
Dunfermline Athletic in April '78 whilst
serving as an apprentice burner in Glasgow's
Govan Shipyard. Was signed by County in
December ‘79 for a club record fee of
£25,000, a record which still stands.

Terry Park, Nigel Smith, Mickey Wardrobe, Brian Lloyd, Tommy Sword (Captain), Paul Bo
Quinn, Eric Webster {Manager), Chris Wych (Physiotherapist).

Front Row (L to R)
Osher Williams, Trevor Phillips, John Rutter, Graham White (Director), Dragon Lukic (Dire
(President/Chairman), Josh Lewis (Director), Dean Emerson, Tony Coyle, Steve Sherlock,
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NIGEL SMITH (Defender) Nigel began his
playing career with County some six years
ago, but was not retained by the club.
Towards the conclusion of the ‘78/'79
season he was invited back to Edgeley Park
to play in the club’s reserve side, where he
made rapid progress, so much so that he
soon made his first-team debut in the final
game of the season at York City.

DEAN EMERSON (Midfield) Dean is a
former Salford boys’ player who as a 15-year
old had a trial with Wrexham, before joining
County a§ a non-contract player in Novem-
ber ‘79. After serving his apprenticeship for
two seasons in the club’s reserve side, Dean
made his Football League debut for County
in February ‘82 at Bournemouth.

MIKE POWER (Forward) Mike is a former
Stockport boys' player who was signed as
a schoolboy by Sheffield Wednesday. It’
now six years since Mike began playing for
County Colts U/18 side and after impressive
displays in the Lancashire League side he
finally made his Football League debut in
October 80 after coming into the first team
squad on his 19th birthday, as a
contract player. Signed part-time pro-
fessional for the club in December ‘81,

MIKE QUINN (Forward) Mike is a former
Huyton boys’ player who began his playing
career as a schoolboy with Tranmere Rovers,
before joining Derby County as an appren-
tice in July ‘78, After just 12 months at the
Baseball Ground. Mike signed full-time pro-
fessional for Wigan Athletic in September
'79. Impressive displays in the Youth and
Reserve sides led to him making his Football
League debut against Halifax Town. He
celebrated his elevation to the first team that
day with one of "Latics’”” three goals and
ended his first full season at Springfield Park
‘B80-'81 as top goalscorer with 14 League o
goals. Unable to command a regular place in
their promotion side last season, Mike joined
the paid ranks at Edgeley Park in the close
season of 1982 on a free transfer.

OSHOR WILLIAMS (Forward) Oshor is a
former Darlington boys’ player who signed
apprentice forms for Middlesborough in
1973 whilst still at school. Two years later
during the summer of ‘75, he signed for
Manchester United, but at the end of the
following May he returned northwards to
sign part-time professional for Gateshead
in the NPL. Soon after this he was spotted
by Southampton Manager Lawrie
McMenemy and offered a contract with the
Saints. Made his Football League debut
whilst “on loan” to Exeter City, before
returning to the Dell. Made six appearances
for the Saints before -joining County “on
loan” in August ‘79.

TOMMY SWORD (Defender) Tommy is a
former Newcastle and Northumberland
boys’ player, who signed apprentice forms
for Nottingham Forest during the’'74/'75
season. After only a few months at the City
Ground he returned northwards and signed
for Whitely Bay in the Northern League.
There he spent three seasons in the front-
line before signing for Bishop Auckland for a
small fee in the summer of'78 supplementing
his income by working as a steel erector.
During the ‘78/'79 campaign Tommy netted
35 goals for Bishop's, a feat which eventu-
ally led to his signing for County in October
‘79 for £6,000.




From the Stockport

Archives

When Stockport County took up occupation
of Edgeley Park in 1902, it was the sixth
change of address for the club that had
started life as Heaton Norris Rovers in 1883.
The club was elected to the Second Division
in 1900 when home matches were played at
Green Lane. County's first Football League
game was at Leicester on September 1 when
they were represented by the following:
Moores, Earp, Wainwright, Pickford, Limond
Harvey, Betteley, Foster, Paterson, Smith,
Stansfield.

Proceedings were held up momentarily when
neither the referee nor the captains - Earp
for Stockport and Swift for Leicester
could find a coin to toss to decide ends! But
it all ended satisfactorily for the newcomers
as Betteley and Smith scored ina 2 - 2 draw.
Two days later the club recorded its first
victory, 1 - 0 at Burslem Port Vale, but the
first League game at Green Lane was some-
thing of a disaster. New Brighton Tower
were the visitors and about five thousand
people saw them bury County 5 - 0. Gate
receipts amounted to just £108. On switch-
ing to Edgeley Park, which at first was
shared with the rugby club, Stockport found
that they had only forty season ticket
holders! Effots to boost this number in 1903
included bringing manager Sam Ormrod
from Manchester City and signing, as player-
coach, John Reynolds the former England
international wing-half. But County suffered
a 1 -5 home defeat by Preston in the open-
ing game of the season and, although finish-
ing one place higher than the seventeenth
position they had occupied in each of the
three previous seasons, they were out of luck
at re-election time and had to spend
1904/05 in the Lancashire Combination.
Ormrod went to newly-elected Clapton
Orient and took with him goalkeeper Joe
Butler and the talented former Swindon
wing-half Ralph Codling. Finances troubled
the club throughout the pre-first war period
and a considerable deficit in 1909/10 was
only offset by the sale of goalkeeper Jimmy
Molyneux to Chelsea for £5650. But things
began to improve following the resumption
of League football in 1919. Stockport

by Paul Plowman

signed Arthur Metcalf - who had appeared in
the 1914 F. A. Cup Final for Liverpool and
was soon to sign for Swindon - and then
Harry Hardy, the club’s only international
representative when he played in goal for
England against Belgium in December
1924. Hardy did not miss a game for almost
four seasons and, in conceding just 21 goals
in 1921/22, helped County to become the
first champions of the Third Division North.
No one managed to beat Harry until October
8 that season, when Stockport went down
1-2 at Stockport. The club celebrated its
Jubilee season in 1933/34 by achieving a
new League record victory of 13-0 - against
Halifax Town on January 6 1934. Percy
Downes hit four goals and Alf Lythgoe, who
netted 46 that season, scored another two.

KEY OF THE BOARD

Blackpool v Aldershot

Bury v Scunthorpe

Chester v Hull City

Crewe v Wimbledon
Darlington v Northampton
Hereford v Tranmere
Mansfield v York City
Rochdale v Torquay

Aston Villa v Stoke
Coventry v West Brom. Alb,
Everton v West Ham Utd.
Manchester City v Nottm. Forest
Norwich v Manchester Utd.
Swansea v Ipswich
Tottenham H. v Liverpool
Watford v Arsenal

Bristol Rovers v Huddersfield
Lincoln v Oxford Utd.
Newport v Wrexham
Reading v Millwall




Ford

at

Walker
Jackson

more value, less price, better deal!

There’s always
plenty to cheer about
when your driving force is
FORD from Walker Jackson.
Score now with a call to:

Fleming Way. SWINDON 20002

From the Commercial Office., vic Lewi

The winners sheet produced each week by
the Commercial Office, shows conclusively
that all of the major prizes on the Bingo
competition are paid each week.

Major prizes on the Bingo total £600 each
week and in addition the other prizes make
a total pay out of approximately 35%.

When the summer ticket is introduced the
prize ratio will be increased to 40% and the
prize structure amended to have one major
winner in each house of bingo. This will also
mean a bigger percentage of prizewinners
across the board,

Finally, the ticket will have a brighter design
to tie-in with the summer months.

Comments have been made concerning the
non-payment of the major prize on the
Moonraker Lottery. In fact in the past two
months this has only happened twice.

Last week the £500 went to Mr. D. Telling
of Swindon.

To ensure that all prizewinners are claimed
we are also increasing the size of lottery
batches - to allow for a two weekly lottery -
and doubling the prize!

This will mean a payment of 40% in prizes -
guaranteed because the dates on the back of
the ticket will allow time for a total sell out.
At present we have a high percentage of
tickets not sold.

All of the changes are aimed at ensuring the
highest pay out to the punters - thus in-
creasing the interest in the competitions, In
addition a sell out boosts the funds going to
the football club - obviously a vital source of
revenue,




During the last couple of weeks the Reserves

have played three games - away to Luton,
home to Oxford and against Queens Park
Rangers which was staged on Rangers’
Training Ground as our pitches were un-
playable due to weather conditions. In all
of these games we fielded a mixed bag of
players, made up of five or six professionals,
three or four apprentices and two or three
non contract players. In all of these games
we gave a good account of ourselves as far as
effort was concerned, but against Q.P.R.
and Luton we found that their more
experienced players made it difficult for us
to play our own game, Although it is not
nice to be on the receiving end of too much
pressure, it does serve to show me whether
these younger players have the necessary
character to cope with pressure, as we can all
show character and play well when we are
winning, it is when things are going against
us that we need to roll up our sleeves and
battle on.

On the Youth front, we have only had one
game versus Bristol Rovers at home when we
won an exciting attacking game by four
goals to three. This result kept us in the top
five of the league and we have only one
more game to play, next Saturday, 7 May at
Shrivenham Road, versus Luton town, kick
off 11.00 a.m.

As you probably already know, the Club are
to continue to run a Reserve side in the
Football Combination League. The make up
of the team will, on the whole, be the same

JOHN
TROLLOPE

as have played over the past few weeks, and
of course this is due to the trimming of the
professional staff.

On the Youth Side, the future of this is still
very much in the balance. It is hoped to con-
tinue with our Youth Policy as we have run
over the past few years with success, but
again, due to the lack of finance it means we
must find sponsors to be in a position to
continue.

Being a member of the Supporters Co-
Operative Committee, we have had discus-
sions regarding the possibility of helping the
youth by contributing monies raised. The
Co-Op have joined forces with Speedway’s
Phil Crump and will be staging many joint
ventures, including a Disco in the Supporters
Club on 9 May, a Football Match at the
County Ground on Friday, 20 May, and a
Programme Fair on 22 May, a Jumble Sale
on 27 May, hopefully, after our summer
break, a cricket match will take place, and
competitions and quizzes also have been
lined up.

A very kind gesture by Mrs Bishop of Pine-
hurst, who apparently is not a football
supporter, indicated her wish to help the
youth side of the Club by donating a large
teddy bear dressed in Swindon Town colours
to be used as a means for raising money. |
think this says a lot for the public of
Swindon really do care about our young
lads. Thank you Mrs Bishop.
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Picture Parade... I

|’ ~

Swindon’s Paul Rideout (left) and Russell Lewis challenge for a corner kick in the
Town's victory over Torquay at the County Ground on Tuesday.

Follow the Town to Travel

SCUNTHORPE
Coaches leave the County Ground at 8.45 a.m.
Fare £6.75 (£6 for Travel Club members)
BOOK AT OUR NORTH STAND OFFICE
after today'’s game or from 7 - 10 pm tomorrow.
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CASTLE’S

Office and Bakery

’ 4 and 5 MARKET STREET SWINDON
Telephone 22017

Specialists Wedding Cakes, Birthday Cakes.
Try our Wholemeal Bread and Wiltshire
Lardies and Delicious Dairy Cream Cakes

RIMES of SWINDON

TRAVEL AGENTS — COACH OPERATORS

102 Commercial Road West Swindon Centre 65a Cricklade Road
Swindon (Carrefour) Cirencester
Tel: 24941 Westlea Down Tel: 3479/61166
Tel: 873222
* * * * * * * * *

INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS — AIRLINE TICKET RESERVATIONS—
FERRY BOOKINGS — BRITISH & CONTINENTAL COACH TOURS etc

OPERATORS OF LUXURY COACHES FOR BRITISH & EUROPEAN TRAVEL
DAY TOURS — THEATRES & NITE SPOTS — FOOTBALL EXCURSIONS

AGENTS FOR ALL LEADING HOLIDAY COMPANYS

For the BEST IN TRAVEL it must be RIMES

For High Class Central Heating, Plumbing
Painting and Decorating

Electrical Installations and Repairs

NORTH WILTS

Sanitary and Heating Co. Ltd.

Ball Donor

Jasn & Bruce Buxton
of

Tha Marinery Arms, Brminton

North Davon

Call in & make yoursel! known
it your are in the ares

NEWPORT STREET, SWINDON
Telephone: 35373



TODAY'S TEAMS

SWINDON

JIMMY
ALLAN

COLIN
BAILIE

KEVIN
BADDELEY

PAUL
BATTY

RUSSELL
LEWIS

MIKE
GRAHAM

HOWARD
PRITCHARD

LEIGH
BARNARD

PAUL
RIDEOUT

ANDY
ROWLAND

BRIAN
HUGHES

REFEREE:

MR, EDWARD J. SCALES (Ware, Herts.)

In 1965 began refereeing in local leagues, ana
H?rassed via the South East Counties and
idweek Leagues to the Football Combin-
ation and the Football League List. Has
refereed two Charity Cup Finals, the Mithras
Cup Final in 1977, the 1979 Midweek League
Cup Final, the 1978 Southern Junior Cup
Final; and has also officiated in a 1978 F.A,
Cup Semi-Final game and a European Nations
Cup game in 1979,
A married man, with one daughter, he works
as a Flextime Sales Manager, and his hobbies
include swimming, golf, squash and gardening.

BRIAN
LLOYD

JOHN
RUTTER

ANDY
THORPE

DEAN

" EMERSON

TOMMY
SWORD

PAUL
BOWLES

OSHOR
WILLIAMS

NIGEL
SMITH

MIKE
QUINN

MIKE
POWER

TONY
COYLE

LINESMEN:

STOCKPORT

RED FLAG: MR, P, DAVIS, — Exmouth,

YELLOW FLAG: MR, J. ROOST — Norton

St. Phitip, Bath




